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Satwik-Chirag breeze 
into SFs of China Open

CHANGZHOU: Pre-
mier Indian men’s dou-
bles pair of Satwiksairaj 
Rankireddy and Chirag 
Shetty booked their spot in 
the semifinals but rising bad-
minton star Unnati Hoo-
da’s dream run ended at the 
China Open Super 1000 here 
on Friday.

The reigning Asian Games 
champions picked a comfort-
able 21-18, 21-14 win over 
familiar foes Ong Yew Sin 
and Teo Ee Yi of Malaysia in 
40 minutes. 

The win improved Satwik-
Chirag’s head-to-head record 
against the Malaysians to 7-3. 

They will take on the world 
number two pair of Aaron 
Chia-Soh Wooi Yik of Malay-
sia in the last four stage.

Hooda, on the other hand, 
lost to world number 4 Akane 
Yamaguchi of Japan 16-21, 

12-21 in the women’s singles 
quarterfinal that lasted 33 
minutes.

The 17-year-old had 
scripted her biggest career 
win against ‘idol’ and two-
time Olympic medallist PV 
Sindhu.

With Hooda’s exit, India’s 
singles campaign in the tour-
nament came to an end. 

In the opening game, 
Hooda kept pace with Yama-
guchi early on but failed to 
sustain the momentum, with 
the Japanese star reeling off 
five consecutive points at one 
stage to take it 21-16. AGENCIES

Satwiksairaj Rankireddy and Chirag Shetty compete against Indonesia’s Leo Rolly 
Carnando and Bagas Maulana in the men’s doubles match at China Open PTI

India’s singles 
campaign in the 
tournament came 
to an end

NEW DELHI: India’s top 
singles player Sumit Nagal 
on Friday returned to the 
Davis Cup squad after a 
two-year absence while 
number one doubles player 
Yuki Bhambri also made a 
comeback to the national 
fold after missing two ties 
as the AITA selection ‘panel 
picked an eight-member 
squad for the away match 

against Switzerland.
India will travel to the 

city of Biel for the World 
Group I first-round tie, 
which will be played on 
indoor courts from Sep-
tember 12. He did not travel 
to Pakistan for the historic 
tie in February 2024 and 
also missed the subsequent 
matches against Sweden and 
Togo. AGENCIES

Nagal returns to Davis 
Cup fold after two years

FIDE Women’s World 
Cup to have an Indian 
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BATUMI:  In a first for Indian 
chess, the FIDE Women’s 
World Cup will have a win-
ner from the country with 
Koneru Humpy and Divya 
Deshmukh set to fight it out 
in what could be anybody’s 
game in the grand finale here 
on Saturday.

It’s the first in the 
event’s history that two 
Indians are facing each 
other in the final. Both 
Humpy and Deshmukh 
have qualified for the Wom-
en’s candidates’ tournament 

next year after reaching 
the final here. On pure 
experience of playing big 
games, Humpy goes in the 
final as the favourite against 
compatriot Deshmukh.

Humpy held her nerves 
to score a come-from-behind 
victory in the semifinals over 
Tingjie Lei of China in the tie-
breaker on Thursday, while 
Deshmukh defeated former 
world champion Zhongyi Tan 
-- also of China -- in the sec-
ond game of the last-four stage 
match. AGENCIES

CHESS

MANCHESTER: Joe Root 
produced a batting master-
class on way to a milestone 38th 
hundred as England exploited 
a jaded Indian bowling attack 
to stamp their dominance on 
the fourth Test here on Friday.

At stumps on day four, 
England were 544 for seven, 
stretching their first innings 
lead to 186 runs.

Root made a sublime 150 
off 248 balls while the other 
contributions came from Ben 
Stokes (77 batting off 134) and 
Ollie Pope (71 off 128), a day 
after the openers put a pedes-

trian looking Indian attack to 
sword.

It has been a long tour with 
another Test to go in a week’s 
time but considering the body 
language of Indian pacers in 
the field on Friday, lasting 
the whole series would be a 
challenge.

The visitors have already 
been hit by a series of injuries 
with the latest one being X-fac-
tor cricketer Rishabh Pant’s toe 
fracture.

Both Jasprit Bumrah and 
Mohammed Siraj seemed to 
be bowling with a niggle while 

debutant Anshul Kamboj hit 
underwhelming speeds in the 
range 125-130 kmph. Even 
Bumrah, who usually bowls in 
the range of 140 kmph, clocked 
speeds in the lower 130s.

Having bowled just one 
over in the afternoon session, 
Bumrah was seen holding his 
ankle and even had to leave the 
field briefly.

In his 24th over, he man-
aged to procure the wicket of 
Jamie Smith (9).

Siraj too seemed to be in 
discomfort like Bumrah, but 
he bowled with more inten-

sity in the final session and was 
rewarded the wicket of Chris 
Woakes. The sun was out for 
the majority of the day, mak-

ing conditions better for bat-
ting. Root made full use of 
that and in the process sur-
passed the great Ricky Ponting 

to become the second highest 
run-getter in Tests, only behind 
Sachin Tendulkar, who tallied 
15921 runs. The lone positive 
for India was the performance 
of Washington Sundar who 
struck twice in the afternoon 
session after being question-
ably brought in as late as the 
69th over.

Shardul Thakur was used 
for 11 overs, raising questions 
on the presence of three all-
rounders in the team.

It would take a special effort 
from the Indians to bounce 
back and keep the series alive.

In the afternoon session, 
Root reached his 12th hun-
dred against India as England 
extended their dominance over 
India, reaching 433 for four at 
tea.

Washington got the ball to 
drift and got rid of Pope (71 
off 128) and Harry Brook (3 
off 12) after lunch, provid-
ing a much needed relief for 
India following a wicketless 
morning session. Root, how-
ever, continued to pile on the 
runs and reached thee figures 
with a four down the leg side 
off Kamboj. AGENCIES

Root’s 38th Test hundred laces Eng’s domination over tired India

England’s Joe Root PTI
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It’s the first in the event’s history that two Indians are facing each 
other in the final

KEY POINTS
 » Both Jasprit Bumrah and Mohammed Siraj seemed to 
be bowling with a niggle 
 » Having bowled just one over in the afternoon session, 
Bumrah was seen holding his ankle and even had to 
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 » It would take a special effort from the Indians to 
bounce back and keep the series alive


